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Conflict & Reconciliation: The Contribution of Religions 

 
edited by John W. Bowker 

 
Religion Doesn’t Only Cause War … 

NEW BOOK EXAMINES ROLE OF RELIGIONS IN ACHIEVING PEACE AND 
RECONCILIATION AFTER CONFLICT AND WAR 

 
There is no question that religions are involved in many of the world's conflicts and wars. From Asia 
to the Middle East and Darfur, and in many previous conflicts and wars, the footprint of religion is 
easy to see. 
 
But a new book, Conflict & Reconciliation: The Contribution of Religions, (Key Publishing, 
2008) examines how religions can promote and lay the groundwork for peace after conflict. 
Moreover, the book explains how some religions command followers to seek reconciliation. 
 
Edited by renowned religious scholar John W. Bowker, Conflict & Reconciliation: The 
Contribution of Religions, includes chapters written by experts in different religions, who met 
together to write and discuss the chapters of this book, in order to share with others how different 
religions understand and practice reconciliation. 
 
"It is not accurate to say that religion alone causes conflicts, since the causes of long-running 
conflicts can never be reduced to a single, simple issue," says Bowker. "It is, strictly speaking, not 
religion as such that causes anything, but people who hold religious beliefs or who belong to 
particular religions." 
 
Adds Bowker, "Religion has been responsible for stunning human accomplishments and is typically 
a driving force for goodwill. But this doesn't diminish the harm and damage religions have brought 
about." 
 
Chapters by various experts cover topics including: 
 
a. The current state of conflict resolution and religion 
b. Reconciliation, peace and justice in Hinduism 
c. Resources for dissolving conflict in Theravada Buddhism 
d. Mahayana Buddhism's central ethical concern 
e. Resources for reconciliation in the Confucian tradition 
f. Judaism - Reconciled to difference 
g. The roots of reconciliation in Christianity 
h. Christianity's peace-making tradition 
i. Peace and reconciliation in Islam 
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